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	       Important Dates 
12/24	-01/04	
01/08	
01/09	
01/11	
01/14	
01/15	
	
01/16	
	
01/17	
	
01/18	
01/21-01/25	
01/21	
01/23	
01/24	
01/30	
	
	
	
	

Winter	Break	
School	Resumes	
Uniform	Check	
5th	Gr.	Science	Interim	Assessment	
5th	Gr.	Science	Interim	Assessment	
SAC	Meeting@	5:30pm	
PTA	Meeting	@	6:00pm	
Math	Interim	Assessment	(3-5)	
Fire	Drill	
Math	Interim	Assessment	(3-5)	
STEM	Night	
PTA	Dress	Down	Day	
No	Name	Calling	Week	
Dr.	MLK	Day	–	No	School	
ELA	Interim	Assessment	
ELA	Interim	Assessment	
Report	Cards	Issued	
	

	 	
	

	 	

A Message From Our Principal 
 
Happy New Year Rocket Families! I hope you had the time 
to enjoy with your loved ones. I wish you much prosperity, 
health and cheer during 2019. A new year always brings an 
opportunity for all of us to set new goals for success.  
Scholars in third, fourth and fifth grade will participate in 
an interim assessment on the following days:  
 

Subject Area Date 
Science January 11th and 14th 
Math January 16th & 17th 

English Language 
Arts 

January 23rd and 
24th 

 
Interim assessments provide important information for 
teachers to use as they develop a plan to prepare your child  
for success on the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA).   
 
Reports cards will be distributed on January 30th. I 
encourage all parents to review the report card with 
his/her child. Praise them for areas of success and create 
goals to target areas for improvement. I challenge our 
Rocket Scholars to double the number of Principal and 
Assistant Principal Honor Roll scholars for the second 
quarter.  
 
Attendance Counts parents! Children are to be in school all 
day every day. Children learn how to be responsible when 
they follow a routine schedule. All Rockets are to be in their 
seat and ready to learn at 8:00 am.  
 
Happy New Year Rocket Families! 
Warmest regards,  
Mrs. Priester 

 
Follow me @PrincipalRIE 

	
 
 

@rumble_marie 
A Message From Our Assistant 
Principal 
	
Rock Island Parents, 
 
The season of assessments are fast approaching! This is 
the time that we evaluate our teaching and learning 
and re-align it to further meet the needs of our 
students. 
 
I have had many parents ask, “How can I help?” There 
are many ways you can assist us with preparing your 
children. 
 

1.) Access i-Ready at home. Thirty minutes daily 
has been proven to improve student 
proficiency. 

2.) Read, Read, Read. Provide books and 
magazines for your child to read at home. By 
reading new material, a child learns new words 
that might appear on a test.  

3.) Get a good night’s sleep. Make sure that your 
child is well rested on school days and 
especially the day of a test. Children who are 
tired are less able to pay attention in class or to 
handle the demands of a test. 

4.) Meet with your child’s teacher as often as 
needed to discuss his or her progress. Ask the 
teacher to suggest activities for you and your 
child to do at home to help prepare for tests 
and improve your child’s understanding of 
schoolwork. Parents and teachers working 
together benefits students. 

5.) Provide a quiet, comfortable, distraction-free 
place for completing homework at home. 

6.) Give your child a well-rounded diet. A healthy 
body leads to a healthy, active mind. 

 
Report cards will be issued this month. Review the 
areas with your child and brainstorm together ways to 
improve grades, social and student skills. Set goals and 
work together to meet them. 
 
Mrs. Rumble-Wise, Assistant Principal 
- M r s.  M ar i e  R u m b l e - W is e 
	

Title I Parent and Family Engagement 
Survey 

 
Rock Island is currently conducting a Parent and Family 
Engagement Survey. 
 
This survey is designed to help our school find out how 
well we are working with you. A parent link will be sent 
with the survey link as well as posted on Class DOJO.  
Paper forms will also be available in the school’s front 
office. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftRiDrB6H6
689P2zkYvSMWOSlRI7qgCQmX7AlImCHUQMnQjw/viewf

orm	
	
We appreciate your feedback! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

remarkable reading  
mrs. whittaker, literacy coach 

Parents, 
 
I encourage you daily to practice reading and writing skills at home. Here are some great 
inspirations: 

o Take them to the public library. 
Form a book club with their friends. 

o Make an Inspiration Jar (a mason jar) –and each day add a note of the days. The night 
before returning to school, empty the jar and read about the amazing week you had. 

o Create reading fort in your family room and read together. 
o  

Happy New Year Rocket families! 
 
 “Today A Reader, Tomorrow A Leader”, 
~ Mrs. Whittaker 

remarkable science 
mrs. wallace, science coach	

 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Our 5th Grade Scholars are preparing for the end of the year Science Assessment.  The District wide assessment is scheduled to take place 
on Friday, May 3rd of 2019 and Monday, May 6th of 2019.  It is important that your scholar attends school on both days and the week’s 
prior.  The week’s prior we will review and reteach necessary skills for excellence!  I look forward to your support and our success.  
Below, please find the assessment schedule for grade 5 Science.   

 

I have also included a practice link that you can take immediate advantage of! 

https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-5 

Month of 
January 

 

If your scholar completes these missions, they may return to them for additional practice. 

 
Happy Science! 
~ Mrs. Wallace 
 
	



 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Welcome to another Magical Mathematical Year!!! 

Parents, as you enjoy spending time with your child/children, here are some helpful tips that you can use to 
ensure they stay sharp. 

How Can I Help My Child? 

 Be positive about mathematics. Use positive language and talk about the ways you use mathematics 
every day. Sharing negative experiences (by saying, for example, “I was never good at math”) will not encourage 
your child to engage in mathematics and be confident about taking risks as he or she solves problems. Instead, 
try statements like this: “Okay, we can solve this if we work it out together. What are you thinking?” Let your 
child know that you think mathematics is important. Point out the ways in which different family members use 
mathematics in their jobs and at home. Let your child know that everyone can learn mathematics. Praise your 
child when he or she makes an effort and understands something for the first time, and share in the excitement 
when you and your child solve a problem together. Encourage your child to be persistent when a problem seems 
difficult.        

Make mathematics part of your child’s day. 

Point out to your child the many ways in which mathematics is used throughout his or her day. Encourage your 
child to tell or show you how he or she uses mathematics. Include your child in everyday activities that involve 
mathematics – making purchases, measuring ingredients, counting out plates and utensils for dinner, measuring 
and calculating the area of a room.  

 

Encourage your child to give explanations. 
 

 When you and your child are trying to solve a problem, have your child share his or her thinking aloud and talk 
about the strategies that he or she used to reach a solution. If some of your child’s ideas are puzzling, ask your 
child to explain further. As children talk about their ideas and how they reach solutions, they are learning to 
reason mathematically. Suggest that your child act out a problem or draw a diagram to solve it. Have your child 
show how he or she reached a conclusion by drawing pictures and moving objects as well as by using words. 
Treat errors and misconceptions as opportunities to develop reasoning skills and new ideas.  
 
Scholars can use the following websites for additional math practice and games.  
 
Prodigygame 
https://www.prodigygame.com 
Xtramath 
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index 
 
~ Mr. Fenelon 

Parents, 
 
Happy New Year students and parents!  As we start the third marking period, parents we will begin making 
decisions regarding Extended School Year (ESY).  
 
ESY is a summer program for our ESE students. The program consists of services to assist our students with 
maintaining academic skills over the summer months. ESY begins June 24th through July 25th, Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00am-12:00pm.   
 
Parents please make sure to complete the ESY application form and return to Ms. Juin if your child is attending 
ESY.   
 
~ Ms. Juin 
 

remarkable special 
programs 

ms. juin, ese specialist 

remarkable math 
mr. fenelon, math coach 



	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
Happy New Year Mighty Rockets! I hope everyone had a wonderful winter break, and I hope you were able to 
enjoy quality time with family and friends. We look forward to getting back to our regular school routine and 
starting the New Year off with a bang! 
 
Parents, we are always looking for volunteers! You can make a difference here at Rock Island Elementary 
volunteering on a PTA committee and assist with planning events for our scholars and community.  Please let 
us know if you are interested in becoming part of the PTA! 
  
If you have any questions about upcoming events, or if you would like to volunteer, please feel free to contact 
Ms. Sweet the PTA President. 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
January 15th  

Parent Teacher Association Meeting  
6:00pm 

 
January 18th  

Dress Down Day $1.00 

remarkable support 
ms. stephenson, school counselor 

 
Positive Discipline Techniques 

 Tips for the Holidays 
 
Happy New Year Rocket families!  This is the perfect time to set boundaries and continue 
setting expectations for the New Year.  

Below are a few tips to teach your children about setting boundaries, dealing with 
disappointment and the value of the New Year: 

• Give the gift of giving. Bake for a homeless shelter or visit people in a local hospital. 
Many schools and church programs have programs for kids to make gifts for the less 
fortunate. Your child will remember the joy in giving and become excited about helping 
someone less fortunate than himself or herself. 

• Play board games or remain active with family. Spend time together by playing games or 
sporting activity. This idea will give the family an opportunity to talk and create a fun 
memory each year. 

• Start new traditions with your children.  Go to church or synagogue, see the Nutcracker 
performance and bring out the ornaments and decorate the Christmas tree. 

• Keep routines as best you can.  Maintain regular bedtimes, schedule reading times or 
visits to the library each day and try not to overdose on sugar or junky snacks.  
 

~ Ms. Stephenson 

	



	

	
School Advisory Council Yearly Meeting Dates 

5:30 pm	
	
 

December 4, 2018 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
 

January 8, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
 

February 5, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

 
March 5, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

 
April 2, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

 
May 7, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

	
	
	
	

 

	

 
 

Happy New Year Rocket Parents!  
 
We hope that you and your scholars had a peaceful and tranquil Winter Break. As we move 
forward in the second half of our school year, we want to continue to focus on the "whole 
child" and in doing so it is important that we have parent involvement.  
 
The academic and social emotional well being of our scholars is a TEAM effort. The next 
several months are very important for our scholars as they begin standardized testing. We 
want to make sure that our scholars have access to all available resources and that all barriers 
are removed for academic success.  
 
A contributing factor to academic success is attendance. It is vital that our scholars are 
arriving to school on time (8:00 am) and have received breakfast to start their day.  
Breakfast is free for all students and breakfast service begins at 7:15am and ends at 7:50am.  
 
Remember that a missed day of school is a missed opportunity of education! 
 
If you need any resources or have any questions about attendance please contact Ms. 
Overstreet at 754-322-8322.	
 

	
	 	
Ms. Scott, MSW         Ms. Overstreet, MSW 
Community Liaison           School Social Worker 



 
Save the Date 

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Take Our Daughters and Sons
To Work® Day

BROWARD
County Public Schools

Established 1915

Friday, February 1, 2019
Children want to experience what you do at work

to give them ideas for their futures.

Show them that Workforce Development is for everyone by joining
millions of Americans participating in and inspiring dream careers

for a new generation.

Workforce Development for All!

The School Board of Broward County, Florida   Lori Alhadeff • Robin Bartleman • Heather P. Brinkworth • Patricia Good • Donna P. Korn • Laurie Rich Levinson • Ann Murray
Dr. Rosalind Osgood • Nora Rupert • Robert W. Runcie, Superintendent of Schools 

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, 
race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. The School Board also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, 
Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) may call Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. browardschools.com



	
	

	
	
	

 
            

Director's Pick -  
Book Discussion for  
"The Escape Artist "  
Tuesday, January 22, 2019, 4PM 
at Tyrone Bryant Library-  
Multipurpose Room 
Join Broward County Library Director, 
Kelvin Watson, discuss the mystery 
thriller  “The Escape Artist ," written by 
Brad Meltzer. 

Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
Mark D. Bogen • Lamar P. Fisher • Beam Furr • Steve Geller • Dale V.C. Holness • Nan H. Rich • Tim Ryan • Barbara Sharief • Michael Udine 

The Escape Artist 
 

Together, Nola and Zig will 
either reveal a sleight of 
hand being played at the 
highest levels of power or die 
trying to uncover the US Army's 
most mysterious secret-a 
centuries-old conspiracy that 
traces back through history to 
the greatest escape artist of all: 
Harry Houdini.  

Check out a copy of "The Escape Artist " at a Broward County 
Library, or for an e-book visit: Broward.org/Library/eMedia 


